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	Youth	from	Kettle	&	Stony	Point	FN	
learning	to	install	solar	PV	
		
		



Report	Objectives	

o  Knowledge	is	power	and	the	
key	to	meaningful	
participation	

o  First	Nations	have	inherent	
knowledge	of	their	community	
and	the	land	

o  By	compiling	information	
about	the	energy	sector	as	it	
relates	to	First	Nations,	we	are	
aiming	to	support	the	
integration	of	different	ways	of	
knowing		

Mother	Earth	Renewable	
Energy	Project,	
	M’Chigeeng	First	Nation	
		
	



Report	Objectives	
o Serve	as	an	energy	literacy	tool		
o Provide	a	founda4on	to	help	navigate	a	
complex	sector	

o Begin	a	conversation	about	what	else	is	
needed	

Mother	Earth	Renewable	
Energy	Project,	
	M’Chigeeng	First	Nation	
		
	

Six	Nations’	500kW	
solar	project	at	
Oneida	Business	
Park		



Audience	for	the	report	

•  Chiefs	

•  Band	Council	members		
•  Technical	officers	
•  Tribal	Councils	

•  Community	members	
•  Energy	industry	partners	
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solar	farm	



Report	Contents	

•  Overview	of	the	Ontario	electricity	system,	including	
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Context	
•  Ontario	Long	Term	Energy	Plan,	spring	2013	
•  In	June	2013,	all	Ontario	Chiefs	passed	resolution	

13/25,	which	requested	that	the	Long-Term	Energy	
Plan	be	formally	reviewed.		

•  Workshops	with	FN	communities	discussed:		
•  high	electricity	costs,	opposition	to	the	

expansion	of	nuclear,	better	FIT	program	
processes,	Aboriginal	set	asides,	transmission	
lines	across	Traditional	territories,	greater	
environmental	protection.	

•  Growing	participation	of	First	Nations	in	energy	
projects	

	
	
	



Ontario	Government	Commitments	
Long	Term	Energy	Plan	2013	

•  Decrease	electricity	costs	by	removing	the	debt	
re4rement	charge	(effec4ve	Jan	1,	2016)	

•  Support	energy	conserva4on	
•  Expand	RE	capacity	to	10,800	MW	–	with	exis4ng	

hydro	=	50%	of	capacity	
•  Priori4ze	connec4on	of	remote	communi4es	to	the	

grid	
•  Funding	for	Aboriginal	par4cipa4on	in	RE	genera4on	

and	transmission	projects	
•  Maintain	nuclear	genera4on	at	50%	capacity	
•  New	LTEP	under	development	in	2016	



FN	Energy	Opportunities	/	Challenges	

•  Community	energy	planning	
•  Renewable	energy	developments	(RE	policy)	
•  Partnership	requests	and	considera4ons	
•  Remote	electrifica4on	&	diesel	reliance	
•  Transmission	projects	
•  Economic	development	and	self-reliance	
•  Employment	and	training	

M’Chigeeng	First	Na0on	Wind	Farm	





Power	generation	(2015)	

http://www.ieso.ca/Pages/Power-Data/Supply.aspx	
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2.2	Government	of	Ontario	Commitments	to	
First	Nations	on	Electricity	
	

Key	Energy	Agencies	



First	Nations	RE	Trends	
o More	than	500	FIT	contracts	awarded	to	projects	

involving	or	led	by	First	Nations	and	Métis	
proponents	(over	800	MW).		

18%	

4%	

[PERCENTAGE]	

Distribution	of	FIT	contracts	to	date	(MW)	

Aboriginal	 Coop	 Industry	
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First	Nations	RE	Trends	(the	nos.)	



First	NaBons	RE	Projects	

Deer	Lake	First	Nation’s	solar	system	on	their	
elementary	school		

Bow	Lake	Wind	Farm,	Batchewana	First	
Nation		

Dokis	First	Nation	Okikendawt	Hydro	Project		



Announcements	on	LRP	
o  Large	Renewable	Procurement	(LRP)	=	projects	>500	kW	
o  Competitive	bidding	process	–	selected	on	price	and	other	

factors	
o  106	applications	–	only	16	contracts	offered	for	455	MW	of	

renewable	energy	capacity.		
o  5	wind	contracts	(300	MW)		
o  7	solar	contracts	(140	MW)	
o  4	hydroelectric	contracts	(15.5	MW)		

o  13	projects	(336.8	MW)	include	participation	from	one	or	
more	Aboriginal	communities,		

o  Five	projects	have	more	than	50	percent	Aboriginal	
participation.		

o  An	LRP	II	to	be	called	in	2017	–	review	in	progress	



Community	energy	planning	
o  A	community	energy	plan	is	a	comprehensive	long-

term	plan	to	improve	energy	efficiency,	reduce	
electricity	consumption	and	assess	opportunities	for	
renewable	energy	solutions.	

o  Funding	available	from	ISEO	–	2	streams	
o  90	Indigenous	communities	have	been	funded		



Community	energy	planning:	
upcoming	funding	windows	



Transmission	&	distribuBon	



On-grid	vs.	Off-grid	

82%	

18%	

First	Nations	Grid	Connection	in	Ontario	

Connected	to	the	grid	 Not	connected	to	the	grid	



Off-grid	Challenges	
o  Diesel	dependency,	since	most	generators	only	run	on	

diesel	fuel;	
o  Environmental	and	health	impacts	of	diesel	generation:		

o  poor	air	quality	from	emissions		
o  soil	and	water	contamination	from	spills	and	leaks	

o  Load	restrictions	due	to	system	limitations,	resulting	in:	
o  Sub-standard	living	conditions	and	limited	opportunity	for	

modernising	homes	due	to	restrictions	in	electricity	available		
o  Curtailed	economic	development	as	power	supply	restrictions	

limit	the	types	of	businesses	that	can	operate;	
o  Lack	of	modern	infrastructure	(schools,	hospitals	etc.)	because	

of	the	lack	of	power	available.	
o  High	cost	of	power	(distribution	charges)	
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Energy-related	funds	available	

	



Aboriginal	Power	Map	-	http://peoplepowerplanet.ca/aboriginal-power/
ontario-aboriginal-power-map/	
	



Considerations	

o The	uncertain	future	of	renewable	energy	
development	in	Ontario	

o Considerations	related	to	remote	
electrification	

o Understanding	timelines,	assessing	risks	and	
managing	expectations		

o Protecting	the	environment	
o Balancing	competing	priorities	
o  	Capacity	of	First	Nations	to	partake	in	
renewable	energy	projects	



Latest	considerations	

o Ontario	Climate	Change	Action	Plan	and	Cap	
and	Trade	rules	–	what	does	this	mean	for	
First	Nations?	

o Long	Term	Energy	Plan	under	development	–	
public	engagement	through	Fall	2016	–	how	
to	have	meaningful	participation	

o Sale	of	Hydro	One	
o New	federal	government	programs	



Next	Steps	Post	Report		

o Workshop	series	to	gather	community	input	
to	understand	direct	experiences	&	priorities	

o Develop	specific	tools	to	address	priority	
areas	

o Facilitate	a	forum	for	exchange	of	
experiences,	networking	



	 	 	 	 	 		

	 	 	 	 	 	Thank	you!	
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